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26.120. Harassment-free Environment

Rotary is committed to maintaining an environment that is free of any form of harassment. All
members and individuals attending or participating in Rotary meetings, events or activities should
expect an environment free of harassment, including unwelcome physical contact, advances, or
comments. Members and Rotary participants shall maintain an environment that promotes safety,
courtesy, dignity, and respect to all.
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Harassment is broadly defined as any conduct, verbal or physical, that denigrates, insults or offends
a person or group based on any characteristic (age, ethnicity, race, color, abilities, religion,
socioeconomic status, culture, sex, sexual orientations, or gender identity).
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The club board, district, or zone event leadership shall promptly address allegations of inappropriate
behavior, including harassment and shall not retaliate against those making the allegation. All
allegations of criminal behavior must be referred to local law enforcement.
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At the club level, allegations of harassment at Rotary events or activities shall be reviewed by the
club board and responded to within a reasonable timeframe, typically one week. If the alleged
offender is a member of the club board, he or she is expected to recuse himself or herself from the
discussion. Failure to adequately address allegations of harassment may be referred to the district
governor.
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At the district level, allegations of harassment at Rotary events or activities shall be reviewed by the
governor, or a committee appointed by the governor for this purpose, and responded to within a
reasonable time-frame, typically one week. If the district governor is the alleged offender, the
immediate past district governor (or most recent past governor), directly or by appointment of a
committee for this purpose, shall review and respond to the allegation. Rotary’s general secretary
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shall be informed of any allegations of harassment by district governors, governors-elect, and
governors-nominee. Failure by the district governor or past district governor to adequately address
allegations of inappropriate behavior may be referred to Rotary’s general secretary.
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Districts leaders, including governors, assistant governors, and committee chairs are encouraged to
work with their clubs to create a harassment-free environment. District leaders should also work
with their clubs to establish a code of conduct and policies for how to address and prevent
harassment within their clubs, among their membership and with other participants in Rotary.
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At the zone level, allegations of harassment at Rotary events or activities shall be reviewed by the RI
Director, or a committee appointed by the RI Director for this purpose, and responded to within a
reasonable time-frame, typically one week. If the RI Director is the alleged offender, the immediate
past RI Director (or most recent past RI Director), directly or by appointment of a committee for this
purpose, shall review and respond to the allegation. The RI president shall be informed of any
allegations of harassment by RI directors, directors-elect, and directors-nominee. Failure to
adequately address allegations of inappropriate behavior may be referred to the RI president.
(January 2019 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 119)

Source: January 2019 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 119
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